
We are now officially in the second semester of the year and while it has 
been said often, I truly mean it. “Thank you” for all the hard work each 
and everyone has done to help keep our BLC students safe and learning 
both at school and at home. It has taken awareness and communication 
on everyone’s part to get where we are today with minimal closures due 
to COVID-19. 

By now you should have received your student’s progress reports and as 
always, if you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to the 
classroom staff. Even with an unusual year, learning has taken place and 
I hope this is reflected on everyone’s progress reports. 

While at times it might seem difficult to do some of our normal activities, 
don’t lose sight of some simple things you can do at home with your 
student to help foster his or her learning. With the winter weather, talk 
about the season and how it is different than warmer weather. What are 
things we do to keep warm and what kind of clothing should we wear if 
we are going outside? Many classrooms work on this daily and the 
reinforcement at home is beneficial. 

Another important thing all families can do is to read. Read to your child 
or have them read to you. Regardless of age, we all enjoy hearing a great 
story, be it short or long. Talk about what is happening in the story and if 
there are pictures, have your student look at the pictures and explain 
what they see. 

Finally, as a reminder, continue to monitor your student each day for any 
symptoms of sickness. If they are not acting like themselves, have a fever, 
running nose, or congestion, keep them home until they are symptom 
free for 24 hours without the use of any medication. If symptoms persist, 
it is wise to consult your doctor and as always, if you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to myself or Mr. R. here at the school. 
Stay warm and Safe! 

A Note From the Principal 
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Star Students 

Ashlee Pacen Aviyah Ryan 

Congratulations!! 
Important Dates 

February 
10 - Student Count Day 
15 - Presidents’ Day Holiday – Berrien RESA Closed 
16 - 1⁄2 Day – Student Dismissal @ 11:30 a.m. 

March 
1 - Vision Screening 
5 - Hearing Screening (Initial Screening) 
11 - 1⁄2 Day – Student Dismissal @ 11:30 a.m. 
12 - 1⁄2 Day – Student Dismissal @ 11:30 a.m. 
Parent/Teacher Conferences (12:30pm – 3:45pm) 
15-17 - Mobile Dentist 
19 - Hearing Screening (Rescreening) 
26 - End of 3rd Marking Period 



                
             

                
             

              
            

              
           

              
             

          

             
            

                 
             

            
              

            
               

              

  

 
   

 
   

 

Benefits of Orthotics 
All of us have physical imperfections. We may try to accommodate for them or correct them to 
some degree depending on how significant a burden they might be in our lives. 

An orthosis is an item that is designed to support and/or modify a body part’s positioning and 
function. These appliances are available for feet, ankles, hands, wrists, hips, spine, neck, etc. 
Even though generic orthotics purchased off the shelf at a local store can help some 
immediate problems, custom made orthotics can be the most effective for an individual’s 
specific body part size, shape, or medical condition. This would result in: giving better support, 
correcting some abnormalities, preventing pain, protecting the body part from further injury, 
and even helping improve function. Of course, wearing the orthotics properly (heel all the way 
in the brace, straps cinched appropriately, putting the correct orthotic on the correct foot, 
etc.) and regularly wearing of them should produce the best outcomes. 

Known for their commitment to quality, excellence, and great service, Transcend Orthotics is a 
company out of South Bend with locations throughout the Midwest. Although they specialize 
in pediatrics, they service individuals of all ages. One of the best things about them is – they 
travel to Blossomland Learning Center periodically to service the needs of our students on 
site. 

While Transcend has Surestep shoes that accommodate for foot/ankle braces, there are a 
growing number of other options in the market to help families select appropriate shoes to 
wear over the braces. Brand names include: Hatchback Elites, Ikiki, Billy footwear, Plae, 
Converse’s Chuck Taylor Easy Slip, and more. If you have a need for or questions about 
orthotics, feel free to contact Mark Cudanin or Jeremy Burton at BLC for more information. 

Mark Cudanin 

Tel: 269-473-2600 ext 2527 

mark.cudanin@berrienresa.org 

Jeremy Burton 

Tel: 269-473-2600 ext 2531 

jeremy.burton@berrienresa.org 

mailto:jeremy.burton@berrienresa.org
mailto:mark.cudanin@berrienresa.org


 

  

  

 

  

  A Historic Day 
Regardless of your political leanings, our nation recently experienced a very historic day on 
January 20, 2021. On this day our country watched as Kamala Harris, the first woman Vice 
President, was sworn into office. She is also the first African-American Vice-President and 
the first Asian-American Vice President, as her heritage includes a Jamaican father and 
Indian mother. Incidentally, according to the Washington Post, the pearls Harris wore that 
day were partly to remember Shirley Chisolm, the first Black woman to attempt to secure a 
presidential nomination from one of the major parties. 

We remember that just a few years ago, in 2009, US voters elected our very first African-
American President, Barack Obama. We celebrate this, too, as a historic time. It was only a 
little less than 60 years ago, with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 1965 Voting Rights Act, 
that minorities and African-Americans were allowed to vote freely. A few weeks ago, we 
celebrated the birthday of one of the people most influential in the passage of these laws, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. He dedicated his adult life to peacefully protesting for civil rights 
following examples from his faith and Ghandi. While King won the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1964 for his tireless efforts, he made many enemies who opposed his ideals and paid the 
price of his life. 

Eventually changes ensued that have paved the way for both Barack Obama and Kamala 
Harris to rise to power. Now, on the heels of Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday and this 
month’s historic election, it seems fitting we should enter the month of February, a month 
set aside to learn of contributions of Black Americans to our great, and hopefully, United, 
country. 


